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William Wordsworth was born on 7 April 1770 in what is now 
The second of five children born to John Wordsworth and Ann Cookson, 

named Wordsworth House in Cockermouth, Cumberland, (now in 

Cumbria). part of the scenic region in north western England known as 

the Lake District. William's sister, the poet and diarist Dorothy Wordsworth, 

to whom he was close all his life, was born the following year, and the two 
were baptised together. They had three other siblings: Richard, the eldest, 
who became a lawyer, John, born after Dorothy, who went to sea and died in 

1805 when the ship of which he was captain, the Earl of Abergavenny, was 

Wrecked off the south coast of England, and Christopher, the youngest, who 
entered the Church and rose to be Master of Trinity College, Cambridge.! 
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