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Abstract 

Agriculture is the backbone of the Indian Economy as nearly 60% of the population of the 

country depend on agriculture and contribute 23% to the GDP.  For transmitting the latest 

agriculture techniques to the Farmers’ field, orienting them to establish better relationship 

with banks, adoption of latest post-harvest handling technology, value addition, etc. and 

enjoy the benefits of collective bargaining power both for procuring inputs and select their 

produce the Farmers’ Club Programme is an appropriate and most suitable strategy initiated 

by NABARD in late 1982.  This paper aims at studying the working of Famers’ clubs in North 

Goa and also to understand the benefits and challenges faced by the farmers in running the 

clubs. The data is collected through conducting the interviews and secondary data is 

collected from the published reports, articles, published papers, websites and journals.  The 

finding shows that Farmers club have succeeded in making farmers understand the strength 

and the power of working together, solve difficulties by cooperating each other.  In years to 

come farmers clubs and its activities will have a crucial role to play in bringing Goan 

economy to the stable position and also to bring the self-sustainability to the Goan farmers. 

Key Words: Farmers’ Club, agriculture collective bargaining. 

 

Farmers’ Club: Introduction 

 

Farmers’ Club is a grass root level informal forum.  In 1982 the then honorable  Hon'ble 

Prime Minister of India launched “Vikas Volunteer Vahini (VVV)” programme to propagate 

the principles of “Development through Credit”. The VVV programme was revisited and 

renamed as Farmers’ Club Programme (FCP) in 2005.  Such Clubs are organised by rural 

branches of banks, NGOs and KVKs etc. with support and financial assistance from 

NABARD for mutual benefit of banks and the farmers.  The objective of the programme is 

“Development through credit, technology transfer, awareness and capacity building”.  The 

emphasis of the programme is on increasing the income of the farmers by increasing the 

production & productivity by adopting appropriate technology, good agricultural practices, 

proper use of credit and marketing skills 
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Farmers’ Clubs in Goa 

NABARD’S initiative in promoting farmer’s clubs for facilitating access to credit, providing 

extension services, technology and market has been excellent.  Since its first footing in the 

state it has initiated 97 farmers clubs – 59 in north Goa and 38 in south Goa. 

 

Financial Support from NABARD: 

 

 

Need of the Study 

For sustainable growth in agriculture, there is a need to improve productivity and reduce the 

costs. Farmers' Club programme initiated by National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development (NABARD) in 1982, is one such initiative. These clubs are grassroots level 

informal forums. Such clubs are organized by rural branches of banks with the support and 

financial assistance of NABARD for the mutual benefit of the banks concerned and rural 

people. The programme is aimed at transmitting the latest agriculture techniques to the 

farmers' field, orienting them to establish better relationship with banks, adoption of latest 

post-harvest handling technology, value addition and enjoy the benefits of collective 

bargaining power for procuring inputs and select their produce.  There is a need to study the 

working, growth and development of Farmers' Clubs in Goa along with empirically 

examining the perspective of member and non-member of Farmers' Club programme in 

North Goa district. The study also aims to analyze the awareness and satisfaction level of the 

respondents towards the Farmers' Club programme. 

 

Working, benefits and challenges faced by the Farmers’ Clubs. 

 The farmers club is a small initiative taken up by the NABARD to improve the 

productivity and reduce the cost of farming.  The programme is aimed at transmitting the 

latest agriculture techniques to the farmers' field, orienting them to establish better 

relationship with banks, adoption of latest post-harvest handling technology, value 

Sl. 

No. 

Name of the Programme Maximum Eligible 

Grant other than NER 

North East Region 

(including Sikkim and 

Andaman & Nicobar 

Islands) 

1 Maintenance of a 

Farmers' Club 

Rs. 3,000 per Club 

per year for 3 years. 

Rs. 3,000 per Club year 

for 5 years 

2 Grant if applicable in the 

case of KVKs, NGOs, 

Agriculture Universities 

etc. 

Rs. 2,000/- per Club 

per year for 3 years. 

 

Rs. 2,000/- per Club per 

year for 3 years. 

3 Inauguration Rs. 5000/- Rs. 5000/- 

4 “Meet with Experts” 

Program  

Rs. 1,250 per meet 

for 4 meets for 3 years. 

Rs. 1,250 per meet for 4 

meets for 3 years. 
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addition and enjoy the benefits of collective bargaining power.  The emphasis of this 

programme is to create awareness and capacity building of farmers to increase the income 

of the farmers.   

 The formation of farmers club requires minimum 10 members and some legal formalities 

with the local bank which works in coordination with the NABARD. 

 The farmers club must have office bearers like President, Secretary, Treasurer etc. and 

they should be the member of that club.  It must maintain proper minute book and 

accounts of fund received, utilized and balance remaining and should be disclosed to its 

members. 

 Every farmer club gets Rs. 3000 per year for first three years as maintenance expenditure.  

Further it gets Rs. 5000 for the inauguration of the club. 

 Another Rs. 1250 per meeting is paid to the farmer club to arrange a meeting with the 

experts in the respective field.  Farmer club get this amount for four programmes which 

can be conducted in three years. 

 The idea of farmers club brought a very good result as formation of such club lead to 

removal of numbness among the farmers and to take initiative and active participation in 

farming.  Farmers of north Goa needed support and encouragement which these farmers 

club did and achieved a good result. 

 It is observed that some farmers clubs were started to get the financial benefits from the 

Banks/Government or Mining companies (in some cases).  Hence after getting the 

financial benefits the club has become dormant.  It is also observed that some clubs didn’t 

get the financial aid from the NABARD and because of which they stopped the clubs 

activities. 

 It is studied that some clubs have taken active interest in taking the clubs activities to the 

betterment of its members.  These clubs have really understood the purpose of such clubs 

and have tried to bring self-sustainability by creating their own fund the clubs activity as 

well as for the betterment of its members. 

 Most of the farmers club has a problem of lack of initiative and lethargic approach of 

members towards club’s activities.  It is learnt that these members joined the club to get 

financial benefits.     

 Some farmer clubs get external benefit from various sources like some support from their 

MLAs, farm lands located in the industrial area gets support from these industries like 

they provide them  irrigation facilities, seeds, fertilizers, etc 

 Most of the farmers clubs have taken the benefit of Government subsidies on farming 

tools, equipment, seeds, fertilizers etc.  and remaining expenditure is shared among the 

members has benefited them in getting the farming tools, equipment available at lowest 

cost. 

 Farmers are leaving farming activities because of non-availability of labour to work in 

farm.  Whereas the new generation are not ready to work in the farm as they are searching 

the Government or private jobs. 

 Most of the farmers have been part of these farmers club as it has been very helpful 

source where their problems and queries are solved.  Also ICAR approaches to farmers 

club when any new method or technique of farming is invented by them. 
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 Most of the farmers clubs were unaware of the schemes that government is providing to 

farmers. 

 Some farmers clubs in north Goa cannot be located due to unavailability of proper 

address and contact details. 

 It is difficult to continue the farming club activities with the initial finance aid provided 

by the NABARD. 

 

Conclusion 

Farmers club have succeeded in making farmers understand the strength and the power of 

working together, solve difficulties by cooperating each other.  It has also contributed 

immensely in cultivating the habit of saving for the betterment of faming and the farmers.  

More support to these clubs can bring green revolution in the crises hit state like Goa.  Due to 

mining activities, low income from agriculture, educated youth and many more issues 

agriculture was in neglected state.  But after closing of mining activities, agriculture and 

allied activities has given a real hope for the survival for this mining hit population.  In years 

to come farmers clubs and its activities will have a crucial role to play in bringing Goan 

economy to the stable position and also to bring the self-sustainability to the Goan farmers.   
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