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ABSTRACT 

Agriculture sector has played a very crucial role in economic 

development of India. Till date half of the population is dependent on 

agriculture as a source of employment. With the rising level of 

unemployment, once again agriculture sector has opened up wide 

opportunities for younger generation. This study is focused on 

perception of agro-school students towards agriculture. The sample of 

2 8 students was selected by using purposive sampling method. The 

sample includes students of Ramanath Crisna Pai Raikar School of 

Agriculture, Savoi Verem, Panda- Goa. Survey method was employed 

to collect primary data with the. help of questionnaire. The collected 

data is analysed using frequencies and Charts. The study found that 

wide opportunities with a reasonable assurance to prosper and grow 

motivate agro-school students towards pursuing education in 

agriculture. The study also found that agro-school students are more 

oriented towards self-employment and jobs. Further study has also 

revealed that agriculture is no more male dominated sector. Women 

are treated on par with men in the field of agriculture. 

Keywords: Perception, Agro-School students, Agriculture, Non-Agriculture, 
Women 

INTRODUCTION 
The agriculture sector essays a pivotal role in the economic development of India. Prior 

to independence, it was the only sector which provided gainful employment to the 

majority of workforce. But in the recent past, people were found gradually shifting 
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towards service and industry . 
. . . sector m search f . b . 

statistics 201 7, indicates that agr· 1 ° Jo s. Data released by agricultural 
icu ture secto fll Presently, there is a tough war~ . . rs 1 employs 54.6% of rural population. 

. ior gettmg aJob. th . . . 
increase 1n population probl f m e competitive labour market. With the 

' em o unemploy t · · · . . 
into account policy make ~ men ts nsmg day by day. Taking this factor 

rs are 10und consta ti · 
agriculture sector throu h th . . n Y encouragmg youngsters towards 

g e1r vanous policy fl ks Th NDA 
government has ini·t1·at d . ramewor . e present 

e vanous schem 1·k Sk"ll . . ·d • . es 1 e i India for empowenng youths 
towa1 s carrymg out economic act· ·ty f h · 

d th 
. . ivi o t e1r own. The main aim of this initiative is to 

re uce e ns1ng unemployment b ·d· · . Y provi mg standardised and nationally acceptable 
skill based programmes to unemployed people oflndia. 

Also w ith the rising cases of~ 1 · h · I · · · · . iorma m, c emtca adulterat10n, pest1c1des spraymg 
etc, pe~ple are becom~ng more and more health conscious and environmental savvy. In 
tun1 this has opened wide market for eco-friendly and agricultural products and services 
at large. 

In order to reap the benefit of this available opportunity efforts are being taken to 
promote institutions which can empower and encourage our younger generation in the 
field of agriculture. One such institution promoted in Goa is Ramanath Crisna Pai 
Raikar, School of Agriculture, Savoi Verem, Panda- Goa. It is the premier technical­
vocational school started in the State of Goa during the academic year 2013-14, with an 
aim to bring changes in the field of agriculture sector through the development of highly 
skilled manpower with positive work attitude and entrepreneurial spirit. 

This paper focuses on the perception of students of Ramanath Crisna Pai Raikar 
School of Agriculture, towards agriculture. The Paper also throws light on motivational 

factors and future goal of these Agro-School students. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Zakaria, Adam, Abujaja (2013) studied the perce?tion of University fo~ Dev~lop~ent 
Studies (UDS) students in Ghana towards see~mg self-e~ployment m agnbusmess 
sect r Th tud found that agribusiness has a high potential for self-employment and o . es y . • · ik 
that there is high prospects of its success m Ghana. The study used Five pomt L ert 

Scale method to measure the performance of the students . . . 
Smith, Park (2010) have surveyed public schools m New York . regarding the 

· h 
1 

d t on agriculture. The data was collected with the help of 
perception of sc oo stu en s . . 

. · The study revealed that students enrolled m agnculture 
c1osed ended quest10nnalfe. . . 

. t · regarding the agriculture. Results showed that there 1s 
programme had higher percep ion 
1 . b ta riculture as a career for the students. 
ack of understandmg a ou g d . d . t d that most of the students favour 

' (2000) stu y m tea e 
Osborne, Dyers d arents had positive attitudes towards agriculture as a 

agriculture courses. Students an P 
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h h to encourage the students to 

career. The study indicated that parents are not sure w et erh th re is wide scope for 
B th ups feel t at e 

pursue agriculture as a career or not. o gro 

employment in the field of agri~u.lture. 1. an students perceptions of 

Cecchettini, Sommer, Le1smg's (1992) study onAustra .1 I programmes have 

agricultural careers, revealed that school students with agncu ture f C b ♦. It th t 
. Th students o an erra ie a 

more positive attitudes towards agnculture as a career. e , ,. ♦. 
. . . t · tisfying and secure. very 1ew 

agriculture as a career option 1s more mteres mg, sa . . 
· I I ourses are pos1t1ve towards 

students among those who have not opted for agncu tura c 

the agriculture as a career in future. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 
With the rising level of unemployment and people's preference for organic food, once 

again agriculture sector has opened wide opportunities for youngsters. However, the 

younger generation still hankers for white collared jobs. There is not therefore 

significant emphasis on developing skills through awareness, on field training and 

education. It is also expected that younger generation can bring spectacular 

transformation in agriculture sector with their modem approaches. Thus, this paper aims 

at studying perception of agriculture school students towards agriculture. Attempt has 

been made to collect maximum information on factors motivating students towards 

agriculture education and their future goals. 

OBJECTIVESOFTHESTUDY 
1. To understand factors motivating students towards pursuing education m 

agriculture. 

To studyfuture goals ofagro- school students. 2. 

3. To find reasons behind rising enrolment of female stud t . h en s m agro-sc ools. 

METHODOLOGY 

The present study focuses on perception of A ro-Sch 
The sample of 28 students was selected b g . ool Students towards agriculture. 

sample includes students of Ramanath Cris: ;
s1.1_ ~~osive sampling method. The 

Verem, Ponda- Goa. Survey method was em al aid a1 ar, School of Agriculture, Savoi 
f · • P oye to collect · d 

0 questionnaire. The collected data is analy d . primary ata with the help 
se using frequencies and Ch t ar s. 

FINDINGS 

Findings of this study are divided into tw 
Part I - Profile of the Respondents o parts: 

Part 2- Findings from the fi eld data 
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,. Th~ls7,p ~ cons1~ts of both genders. Male com . 
wht e ema econs1stof46%(1 3). prises of54% (15) of the sample, 

,. The respondents belong to the ag 
below 20years (71 %). e group of 15-24 years, with a majority of them 

,. The primary data reveals that majority tud . 
are from rural/village areas. 

8 
ents pursuing education in agriculture 

,. As far as family occupational back ro . 
students are from agricultural f: ; ~nd of students is concerned, 68% of the 
A . ltur 1 ~ ·1 b k am1 y ackground. While 32% are from Non-gncu a 1am1 y ac ground. 

PART 2-FINDINGS FROM THE FIELD DATA 
I] Motivation towards pursuing education in agriculture: 
Interpretation: Primary Data reveals that there are multiple factors which motivate 
students towards seeking education in agriculture. 32% of the respondents are of the 
opinion that there is bright future and scope because people are becoming more 
environmentally savvy. Another 32% of the respondents said it is something different 
from normal education. 22% of the respondents are of the opinion that changing trend 
towards agribusiness attracted them toward this education. Rest of the respondents (i. e. 
14%) said they preferred this education only due to presence of Agriculture school in 
Goa. 

IT} Future Goals of Agro- School Students: 
lnterpretation:An attempt to study future goals of agro-school students thro_ws up 
interesting facts. The 4 7% of the respondents opined that they will actually practlcde old 

h A ong others 25% of the respon ents school agriculture with modem approac es. m · ' f . · 
h • the future prospects o lillprovmg conveyed their willingness towards researc mg . . • · ltural . d t id they will provide vanous agncu agriculture. Another 14% of the respon ens sa_d h •n prefer working with Biotech se · · · f h ndents sat t ey wt . rv1ces. Remammg I 4% o t e respo · 
1 

d ts are not interested in teaching 
Companies. It is also found that Agro-schoo stu en 
Profession. 

II . . d ts In Agro-School: . ~ . I] Rising Enrolment of Female St_u en . held with the staff of Ag10-school and 
Interpretation: Based on the oral mteractton 18 , d 201 8- 19), it is found that 

· r 2017- an · enrolment data received (academic yea f3 8% per year. Per Academic year e · g at the rate O fi this llrolment of female students is increasm . in agriculnu-e. The reasons or . 
on an average 16 female students prefer educath•~: e opined that a large job opporturuty 
Phe h spondents a 00menon are many. 50% oft e re 
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in the field of agriculture orients more and more females towards it. 29% of the respondents are of the opinion that women are empower_ed to ~arry out agricultural activity which influences them towards agriculture education. 211/o of the ~espondents also said that women are treated equally in par with the men in the field of agnculture. 

CONCLUSION 
Wide oppmtunities with a reasonable assurance to prosper and grow motivate agro-school students towards pursuing education in agriculture. Agro-School students are very clear about their future course of action. They are more oriented towards self­employment and jobs. Agriculture is no more a male dominated occupation. Women are also well equipped to carry out agricultural activities. They are treated on par with men in agriculture sector. 
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