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ABSTRACT

Agriculture sector has played a very crucial role in economic
development of India. Till date half of the population is dependent on
agriculture as a source of employment. With the rising level of
unemployment, once again agriculture sector has opened up wide
opportunities for younger generation. This study is focused on
perception of agro-school students towards agriculture. The sample of
28 students was selected by using purposive sampling method. The
sample includes students of Ramanath Crisna Pai Raikar School of
Agriculture, Savoi Verem, Ponda- Goa. Survey method was employed
to collect primary data with the help of questionnaire. The collected
data is analysed using frequencies and Charts. The study found that
wide opportunities with a reasonable assurance to prosper and grow
motivate agro-school students towards pursuing education in
agriculture. The study also found that agro-school students are more
oriented towards self-employment and jobs. Further study has also
revealed that agriculture is no more male dominated sector. Women
are treated on par with men in the field of agriculture.

Keywords: Perception, Agro-School students, Agriculture, Non-Agriculture,
Women

INTRODUCTION

The agriculture sector essays a pivotal role in the economic development of India. Prior

to independence, it was the only sector which provided gainful employment to the

majority of workforce. But in the recent past, people were found gradually shifting
-80-
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1e4uce the rising unemployment by providing standardised and nationally acceptable
skill based programmes to unemployed people of India.

Also with the nsing cases of formalin, chemical adulteration, pesticides spraying
etc, pepple are becoming more and more health conscious and environmental savvy. In
turn this has opened wide market for eco-friendly and agricultural products and services
atlarge.

In order to reap the benefit of this available opportunity efforts are being taken to
promote institutions which can empower and encourage our younger generation in the
field of agriculture. One such institution promoted in Goa is Ramanath Crisna Pai
Raikar, School of Agriculture, Savoi Verem, Ponda- Goa. It is the premier technical-
vocational school started in the State of Goa during the academic year 2013-14, with an
aim to bring changes in the field of agriculture sector through the development of highly
skilled manpower with positive work attitude and entrepreneurial spirit.

This paper focuses on the perception of students of Ramanath Crisna Pai Raikar
School of Agriculture, towards agriculture. The Paper also throws light on motivational

factors and future goal of these Agro-School students.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE ' _ _
Zakaria, Adam, Abujaja (2013) studied the perception of University for Development

Studies (UDS) students in Ghana towards seek.ing self—employment in agribusiness
sector. The study found that agribusiness hgs a high potential for self—e‘mploy.ment. and
that there is high prospects of its success in Ghana. The study used Five point Likert
Scale method to measure the performance of the §tudents. | .

Smith, Park (2010) have surveyed public schools in New York.regardmg the
perception (;f school students on agriculture. The data was c?llected wn?h the .help of
closed ended questionnaire. The study revealed t!lat students‘ en‘rtflled in elllgrlc}:xltur.e
programme had higher perception regarding the agriculture. Results showed that there is

- » as a career for the students.

. out agriculture as a carcer 4
‘ack oftnderstanding .a P (200%) study indicated that most of the studc.tnts favour
Osbome, Dyers d parents had positive attitudes towards agriculture as a

agriculture courses. Students an
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her to encourage the students to

whet wer
e not St here is wide scope for

o di nts ar
career. The study indicated that pare oth groups feel that t

pursue agriculture as a career or not. B

employment in the field of agriculture.

Cecchettini, Sommer, Leising's (1992) study Onﬁ;:s;;ililcu]ture programmes have
s, revealed that school studcntrse e\;/ The students of Canberra felt that

satisfying and secure. Very few
|tural courses are positive towards

an students perceptions of

agricultural career
more positive attitudes towards agriculturf: asaca
agriculture as a career option 1s more mterestnpg,
students among those who have not opted for agricu

the agriculture as a career in future.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

With the rising level of unemployment and people's pre
again agriculture sector has opened wide opportunities
younger generation still hankers for white collared jobs. Th .
significant emphasis on developing skills through awareness, on ﬁe.:ld training and
education. It is also expected that younger generation can bring spectacular
transformation in agriculture sector with their modern approaches. Thus, this paper aims
at studying perception of agriculture school students towards agriculture. Attempt has
been made to collect maximum information on factors motivating students towards
agriculture education and their future goals.

ference for organic food, once
for youngsters. However, the
ere is not therefore

OBJECTIVES OFTHE STUDY
1. To understand factors motivating students towards pursuing education in
agriculture.

2. Tostudyfuture goals of agro- school students.
3. Tofindreasons behind rising enrolment of female students in agro-schools.

METHODOLOGY

The present study focuses on perception of A
gro-School Students t :
The sample of 28 students was selected by us; ) s towards agriculture.

FINDINGS

Findings of this study are divided into tw
Part 1 —Profile of the Respondents

Part 2 —Findings from the field data

O parts:
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below 20 years (71 %). 24 years, with a majority of them
> The primary data revealg that maj
are from rural/village areag.

»  As far as family occupationa] backgroun -
students are from agricultura] fam'g d of students is concerned, 68% of the

Agricultural family background.

PART2—-FINDINGS FROM THE FIELD DATA
1| Motivation towards pursuing education in agriculture:

Interpretation: Primary Data reveals that there are multiple factors which motivate
students towards seeking education in agriculture. 32% of the respondents are of the
opinion that there is bright future and scope because people are becoming more
environmentally savvy. Another 32% of the respondents said it is something different
from normal education. 22% of the respondents are of the opinion that changing trend
towards agribusiness attracted them toward this education. Rest of the respondents (i.e.

14%) said they preferred this education only due to presence of Agriculture school in
Goa.

I Future Goals of Agro-School Students:

Interpretation: An attempt to study future goals of agro-schqol students throws up
interesting facts. The 47% of the respondents opined that they will actually practice olc‘j
school agriculture with modern approaches. Among others, 25% of the re.SpOIldC.Iltb
wnveyed their willingness towards researching the future prospects O‘f mp:tl’t\l’ll;lﬁ
4griculture. Another 14% of the respondents said they W}“ provide VT:‘OUEW aitg:}CBiotech
“crvices. Remaining 14% of the respondents said they will prefer.wtorr e‘;:fd Ay
Companies, 1t is also found that Agro-school students are not inte g

Profession.

-School:
I Rising Enrolment of Female Students In Agro-Scho

. i staff of Agro-school and
nterpretati(,n: Based on the oral inter’dc“og lt}/elldxw:::l ﬂ:‘(’) ;8‘-lt)), itsis found that
“Molmen g i academic year 201778 B0 L ear. Pe Academic year

a ived (acaden . £ 3189 per year. Per Academicy
“Trolment of fta rTcetudcnfs is increasing at the ralt ,"t:”:l-/'u-llﬁtu);c The reasons for this
Nan g e poe dents prefer education in agrict 7= .l'n‘ ¢ job opportunity
enorr:/ e fema]e()sot/u ?tlhc rcspondcnls have opmcd that a larg
¢non are many. 50% 0

\ 4_____________?;—3-:—*“'/'




.

. Volume IV, |
QUEST - The Peer Reviewed GCCE Journal of Multidisciplinary Resear ch w

in the field of agriculture orients more and more females towards it. 29% of the
respondents are of the opinion that women are empower.ed to iarry out agricultur,|
activity which influences them towards agriculture education. 21% of the respondents
also said that women are treated equally in par with the men in the field of agriculture,

CONCLUSION

Wide opportunities with a reasonable assurance to prosper and grow motivate agro-
school students towards pursuing education in agriculture. Agro-School students are
very clear about their future course of action. They are more oriented towards self-
employment and jobs. Agriculture is no more a male dominated occupation. Women are

also well equipped to carry out agricultural activities. They are treated on par with men in
agriculture sector,
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